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very soon lost or are brought to the attention of only a few readers. Therefore,
if all of the state societies would publish their papers in the Journal they would
all have an equally wide circulation, they would all be in a compact form which
could very easily be preserved and papers which are worth something would be
a matter of record.

We do not forget the fact that a great many papers which are read before
state dental societies are simply a repetition of something that has been worked
out before. It would therefore be necessary for the journal to be presided over
by an editor who had sufficient knowledge of dental literature, and sufficient
knowledge of important subjects, to enable him to edit the articles from the
state dental societies and eliminate such as were not worthy of publication. This
would alleviate the necessity of publishing matter over and over again, which
would result unless the editor of the journal had sufficient authority to edit the
proceedings of the various state societies.

We believe, then, that the greatest good can be accomplished by the Jour
nal of the National Dental Association being made a national dental journal
in fact as well as name, and that this can be best accomplished by the united
efforts of all the component societies working for the support of the journal and
deverting such money as they now devote to the publi-cation of state journals,
bulletins, or trade journals for the publication of their proceedings, into the
treasury of the Journal of the N ational Dental Association and so make the
Journal a more powerful organ. The Journal should be presided over by an
editor-in-chief, whose sole purpose should be the editing of the Journal, or by
an editorial board which will have sufficient authority to edit all the articles that
come for publication so that there will be published only articles that have real
merit. Other articles, which are simply a repetition of the subject, will not be
published, and if this plan is followed out, we will find that the National Dental
Association and the dental profession as a whole will have a journal of which
they will be proud.

The Pathmaker in Dentistry and Medicine

"I will not follow where the path may lead, but I will
go 'where there is no path, and I 'will leave a trail."

-Strode.

TH E great need of the dental and the medical professions today is the path
maker; the man who will walk through the untrodden field and leave a

trail. Original thinking and doing is hard work, and man inherently is a lazy
animal. Most men prefer to loiter along the beaten highway, content to pick
here and there a berry or a flower that has been overlooked by the travelers
who have passed on before, rather than take chart and compass, explore the
trackless wild, make a new path, derive all the pleasure and profit that belongs
to the pioneer, and leave a trail.

Fill a root canal like a thousand others have been filled, crown or inlay
just as your predecessor has done countless times before you, correct a de-
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formity just as your textbooks tell you, classify a pathological condition just as
someone else classified it for you, and go on your way content to eat, sleep, and
reproduce your kind. Moles have no need for eyes because. they live in eternal
darkness. Many professional men, so' far as seeing things and adding to the
sum total of human knowledge is concerned, are closely akin to the mole.

The curse of civilization is the man with rules. He learns a rule for some
special phase of technic from a teacher or a textbook, and he follows that rule to
his professional grave. Afraid to break away from precedent, he follows like
a beast to the shambles. It seems to be a difficult matter for dentists and physi
cians to realize that every case that comes under their care is one that presents
problems differing from that of other individuals and calling for thought and
careful observation. Teeth have been filled for generations, and the operator
has prided himself that they have been correctly filled, .until the x-ray revealed
that the work was that of a bungler. Crowns have been put on that appeared
to be well done. The technic adopted ",'as the same that the textbook or the
instructor advised, but in a short time the patient upon whom the rule of thumb
was practiced developed an arthritis, a neuritis, or an endocarditis. By good
chance the patient falls this time into the hands of a man who does a little
thinking on his own account. His textbook may never have told him that teeth
could be badly crowned. His instructor may never have brought to his atten
tion the fact that tooth infection can be the cause of systemic disease; but, be
cause this man has been trained to think, because this man follows no path but
makes his own and leaves a trail, he goes over his patient from head to toe. He
sees the evidence of focal infection, and as a result of his efforts the mistakes
of the man who crowned the tooth strictly according to the textbook, are
brought to light.

Much of this dearth of original thinking on the part of the dentist can be
laid squarely at the doors of the dental college and the dental journal. Few
teachers in dental schools have as their chief objective the implantation of sug
gestion in the minds of their students that will aid the students to think foJ'
themselves. In this there is another evidence of the blind trying to lead the
blind. Most teachers in dental schools live by rule, work by rule, and teach hy
rule. One of the sad features connected with dental education today is the fact
that so many teachers have nothing more than a grammar school education.
Their vision is restricted to the mechanical side of their work, and their sole
ambition seems to be to educate dentists that may be good mechanics, but very
poor scientists, and with no power of original thought. Much of the blame tor
the dearth of original thinking and path-finding among the dentists can be laid
justly to the dental journals. Controlled by the manufacturer and the jobber
in dental supplies, the journals of this country have done little or nothing to
stimulate research work and individuality of thought among the dentists. Hn
man action, without exception, is dominated and controlled by stimulation. Un
less you stimulate there is no life. A scientific journal exists by right of its
ability to stimulate scientific thought and to widely disseminate information.
When it fails to do this, it has forfeited its right to exist. A scientific journal
can do more to stimulate original work among its readers through its editorial
pages than in any other way, but the dental journals of America seem to be
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unmindful of this obligation. Go through the file of any of them for five or ten
years back, and you will see little that would stimulate a dentist to make his own
path in his science and leave a trail.

But let it be said that at the present time a change from the olel order of
things is in evidence. Dental schools are awakening; the unfit among them are
doomed, and, like the aborigines, will soon live only in memory and in song.
Universities with trained, educated teachers will take their places, and these will
give birth to a race of dentists that will be an honor to the science of dentistry,
and a blessing to mankind; and the dental journals, too, will evolute, and the
unfit will join the discarded colleges upon the scrap heap. Independent jour
nals will take the place of the trade controlled and commercially dominated
organs that now circulate widely through the graces of pound postage rates.
Then the worker in dentistry will follow no path; each will make his own
path, and will leave a trail.

Program of the Seventeenth Annual Meeting of the American
Society of Orthodontists

Elms Hotel, Excelsior Springs, Mo., September 5 to 8, 1917

I. President's Address, Dr. M. N. Federspiel, Milwaukee; Report of the
Board of Censors.

II. Anatomy and Physiology.-( I) The Evolution of the Human Teeth,
Prof. H. F. Osborn, New York City.

III. Medicine and Therapeutics.-( I) Constitutional Diseases in Infancy
and Dentition, Dr. Gustav Lippmann, St. Louis; (2) The Oral Efficiency of
Therapeutic Preparations, Prof. Hermann Prinz, Philadelphia; (3) The Scien
tific Feeding of Growing Children, Mr. A. ""V. McCann, New York City.

IV. Surgery.--( 1) The Surgical Treatment of Extreme Malformations In
volving the Jaws, Tongue, etc., Dr. Gordon New, Rochester, Minn.

V. Radiography and Photography.-( I) Practical Radiography for the Or
thodontist, Dr. E. H. Skinner, Kansas City; (2) Orthophotography and Multi
view Projections, Mr. Rudolph L. Hanau, Brooklyn.

VI. Etiology, Pathology, and Prognosis.-( I) A Further Study of Prenatal
Causes of Dento-facial Deformities, Dr. B. \V. Weinberger, New York City.

VII. Practice and Technology.-(l) Subject to be announced, Dr. Calvin
S. Case, Chicago; ~2) Further Experiences with my Appliances for the Correc
tion of Dente-facial Deformities, Dr. Ray D. Robinson, Los Angeles; (3) A
Skeleton Bite-plane for Establishing a Normal Overbite, Dr. J. Lowe Young,
New York City; (4) The Indirect Method of Anchor-band Construction, Dr.
Martin Dewey, Chicago.

VIII. Legislation, Education, and Nomenc1ature.-(I) Report of the Com
mittee on Education; (2) Report of the Committee on Nomenclature.

IX. Clinics.-A large number have already been secured, to be announced

later.
X. Exhibits.-Manufacturers and publishers of books, periodicals, x-ray and

photographic equipments, orthodontic appliances and supplies, have been invited
to exhibit during the meeting.




